
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday:  Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-
  27 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 
  5a, 6-8 
Sunday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/Rom 15:4-
  9/Mt 3:1-12 

Pastor 
Fr. Abraham Mupparathara MCBS  
E-mail: smuppara@hotmail.com 
906-369-0028, emergency only 
 

Saint Mary Parish 
401 Main Street 
Norway, MI  49870 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  4:00pm      Sunday:  10:00am 
 

Saint Barbara Parish 
W5058 Main Street, Vulcan 
Mail: 401 Main St  
Norway, MI  49870 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  6:00pm      Sunday:  8:00am 
 
Confessions at St. Mary   
Saturday from 11:00am-Noon 
Sunday from 9:15-9:45am, before 10:00am Mass 
Tuesday from 4:30-4:50pm before 5:00pm Mass 
 

Website:  www.stmarybarbara.org  
 

E-mail: saintmary@norwaymi.com  
 

Parish Office:  906-563-9845 
Fax Number: 906-563-7623 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 

   
Parish Personnel 
Secretary:  Sharon Halloran 
 

Bookkeeping: Mary Lindstrom  
Email:  smbookkeeping1878@gmail.com 

 

Music/Liturgy:  Kelli McGeehan 
    Email:  smmusic1878@gmail.com 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator:  Jen Murvich 
Email:  religioused@norwaymi.com 
 

Youth Ministry Coordinator:  Michelle Chartier 
Email:  youthgroup@norwaymi.com 

 
Holy Spirit Catholic School       
    Principal: Cathy Menghini 
    906-563-8817     Email: info@hscsnorway.org 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Store           906-563-7302  
Catholic Social Services                      906-774-3323 

 

WELCOME TO  
SAINT MARY & SAINT BARBARA PARISHES 

We’re blessed to have you worship with us today.  If you’re visiting, may God guide and bless you on  
your journey.  If you’re seeking a church home, we warmly invite you to consider joining our church  

family.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or would like to learn more about  
our parish community. 

 

November 30, 2025 



 

Mass Intentions 
12/1 MON - No Mass 
12/2 TUE - 5:00pm SM - Ann Van Wolvelaere 
12/3 WED - 8:00am SM - Ronald Arnoldi 
12/3 WED - 1:00pm Evergreen - Marie DeGroot  
12/4 THUR - 8:00am SB - Stanley Bray 
12/5 FRI - 8:30am SM -  Sonny Giacherio and Linnea Riel 
12/6 SAT - 4:00pm SM - Oscar Peterson 
12/6 SAT - 6:00pm SB -  Adam & Margaret Ball 
12/7 SUN - 8:00am SB -  For the People of St. Barbara and 
      St. Mary Parishes 
12/7 SUN - 10:00am SM - Those Enrolled in St. Mary Memorial 
 

When there is a funeral, daily Mass will NOT be cancelled 

What’s happening this week: 
11/30 Sun. 9:15-9:45am, Confession, SM 
12/2 Tue. 10am, AA Meeting in classroom, use St. Joseph  
              Center entrance in parking lot 
12/2 Tue. 11:30am, SB Women’s League Christmas Party 
12/2 Tue. 4:30-4:50pm, Confession before Mass at St. Mary 
12/2 Tue. 6:00pm, HSCS Raffle Drawing, The Thirsty Whale 
12/2 Tue. 6:30pm, Women of St. Mary Meeting 
12/3 Wed. 3:30-4:30pm, Faith Formation, 1st-6th Grades 
12/3 Wed. 4:30-5:00pm, Children’s Choir Practice, SM 
12/3 Wed. 6:00pm, Women’s Book Club, St. Mary 
12/4 Thu.  2:00pm, Feeding America Food Distribution  
12/4 Thu. 6:30pm, OCIA, St. Mary’s St. Joseph Center 
12/5 Fri. 6:00am, Men’s Prayer Group, St. Mary 
12/5 Fri. 9:00am-3:00pm, Eucharistic Adoration, St. Mary 
12/6 Sat. 11am-12pm, Confession/Eucharistic Adoration, SM 

It Pays to Advertise ~ Our parishes benefit significantly from 
the ads placed in this bulletin.  The advertising dollars pay for 
our bulletin service.  Many thanks to those who have continued 
to renew, and the new advertisers that joined us this past year.  
When patronizing those businesses that advertise with us, 
please let them know you saw their ad  on our bulletin.   
This week’s feature ad is: 

 

FOUNDATIONS  
Health and Physical Medicine         906.563.5800 

Communion Call Visits: If you are home bound or know 
someone who is and would like to receive Holy Communion 
at home, please call the parish office to be added to our 
Communion Call list. 

 

Saint Mary and Saint Barbara Parish 
Families extend their sympathy to the 
family of Mark Mortier. May his soul and 
the souls of all the faithful departed 
rest in peace.  AMEN.  

Vocational View:  Stay awake!  Be ready!  God 
needs you to make known his imminent presence. 
(Romans 13:11-14) 

Please pray for our parishioners in Nursing 
Homes, Assisted Living, are homebound and 
those who suffer in silence. Special prayers for 
healing were requested for:  Peyton & Paisley 

Pietrantonio, David Hoheisel, Sharon Harder, Joe Haf-
erkorn, Gina Zanon, Missy Marcelini, Cathy Baciak, Cory 
Groeneveld, Danielle Ball, Georgeanne Van Wolvelaere 
and Ginger Moore.  If you need continued prayers or would 
like to request prayers for someone else, please email or 
call the parish office. 

 

Spirit Lifters 
 

Nov. 30th - God doesn’t do for us what He has given us power 
to do for ourselves. 

 

Dec. 1st - Prayer is not an attitude attained, but an attitude 
maintained. 

 

Dec. 2nd - What can I give Him, poor as I am?  If I were a shep-
herd, I would bring a lamb.  If I were a wise man, I 
would do my part, Yet what can I give Him; give my 
heart. 

 

Dec. 3rd - You cannot possess a richer treasure than that of the 
loyalty of a friend. 

 

Dec. 4th - Lord, protect me and keep me close to your heart. 
 

Dec. 5th - When a happy person enters the room, it’s as if an-
other candle had been lighted. 

 

Dec. 6th - God will not look you over for medals, degrees, or 
diplomas, but for scars. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!   
Thank you for  sharing your time, talents and treasure in 
building God’s Kingdom. Your generosity strengthens our 
parish community.   
To support financially, you may drop envelopes at Mass or 
the church mailbox, mail it in or give online through our 
website e-Giving option: 

https://giving.stmarybarbara.org/give  

St. Mary’s 
Collection - November 23, 2025 

Envelopes & Holy Day  $3,452.00 
Loose                                 265.00 
Christmas Flowers             430.00 
School Support                80.00 
Maintenance                60.00 
Total:              $4,287.00 

St. Barbara’s  
Collection - November 23, 2025 

Envelopes & Holy Day  $1,878.00 
Loose                      155.00 
Christmas Flowers               205.00 
School Support                35.00 
Total:                           $2,273.00 

 
 

   As we prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of the 
Christ Child during this wonderful season of giving, St. Mary 
and St. Barbara Conference continues to prepare for the 
needs of those less fortunate.  This past fiscal year (Oct.1, 
2024--September 30, 2025) we were able to provide over 
$42,547.00 of assistance for utility bills, rent, prescriptions, 
food, shoes for back-to-school, and other necessities.  The 
number of individuals and families in need of assistance has 
increased significantly since last year.  In addition, we spent 
$1,556.00 on additional conference and operating expenses. 
   The conference office for assistance is available on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday from 9-11 a.m., or by special appoint-
ment if needed.    
  Monetary or food donations may be brought to us at anytime, 
Monday thru Friday from 9:00am to 3:30pm. 
   During December we will need canned kidney beans or 
chicken noodle soup and toothpaste.  Monday-Friday from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Note: The pantry and store will be closed 
during the Christmas holidays from December 22  through 
January 2, and re-open on January 5. 
   We are truly appreciative of the ongoing monetary or pantry 
donations which have made such a difference in the lives of so 
many people and hope your continued generosity and prayers 
will help to provide for those in need. 
  Thank you and be assured you are in our prayers.  May the 
infant Jesus smile down on you and your love ones during this 
Blessed Christmas season.  God Bless! 

https://giving.stmarybarbara.org/give


St. Mary’s card sender is Rosemary Haepers:  906-563-5071 
St. Barbara’s card sender is Shirley LaValley:  906-563-5011  

St. Mary & St. Barbara Parishes will 
have adoration on Friday, Dec. 5th 
at St. Mary Parish starting at 9:00am 
with Benediction at 3:00pm.  Please 
sign-up in back of St. Mary Parish. 

American Legion Post 145 will be hosting an 
all you can eat breakfast, Sunday, Nov. 30 
from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m.  Menu includes eggs, 
sausage, pancakes, french toast, hash brown                
potatoes, toast, fruit salad, coffee, milk and 
juice.  Cost is $10.00 per person  with children 6 and  
under free.  Everyone is welcome.  Post is located at  
612 Main Street, Norway 

 

The WOMEN of ST. MARY will meet in the St. Mary 
Parish Hall on Tuesday, December 2 at 6:30pm; 
after the Holy Spirit Catholic School Raffle Drawing 
(held at the Thirsty Whale in Norway at 6:00pm). 

 

           Women of St. Mary Christmas Cookie   
 Ministry:  The women of St. Mary’s will be coordinat-
 ing a Cookie Ministry whereby small packages of      
 homemade Christmas cookies will be delivered to      
 our parishioners in assisted living facilities, nursing 
homes and others who might need a little holiday joy due to 
recent circumstances in their lives.  
 

We ask that all ladies of both parishes who are able to bake 
please provide at least 2 dozen (more if you’d like) home-
made Christmas cookies (please no bars) for use in  
these packages.   
 

More information to follow. 

2025 First Annual Knights of Columbus 
Christmas Tree Sale!! 

 

 
 

All profits go to fund the annual Coats For Kids pro-
gram.  Free jackets are provided to any child 

that needs one in our area. 
Trees are 5 to 7 feet tall and can be delivered 
free of charge!  Locally grown fresh cut spruce 
or balsam available!  Sign up after Mass or call 

906-221-2450. 
   Dates for delivery are starting November 20th. 

Cost per tree is $45  

St. Barbara's Women's League CHRISTMAS 

PARTY will be held on Tuesday, December 2 at 

Mike's on Main. We will gather at 11:30am to 

share in the joy of the birth of our Savior.  Sign 

up sheets can be found in the vestibule of the 

church as well as by the side entrance.   

All ladies of the church are welcome to attend. 

Registration is open and filling quickly 
for the next Steubenville North 
Youth Conference held in St. Paul, 
MN.  This year’s dates are,  
  July 24th-26th. 
 

Students need to be going into their 
freshman year to attend.  This is a 
great opportunity to fulfill the retreat requirement for Con-
firmation! 
 

The cost of the trip is $525, but thanks to the Legacy of 
Faith Grant each participant receives a $50 discount, bring-
ing the total cost to $475 per person. 
 

A $50 deposit is due by 12/10 and can be dropped off at 
the church office or put in the collection basket on Sun-
day in an envelope marked “Steubenville”.   
 
 

**There will be fundraising opportunities to help cover the 
cost.** Any questions can be directed to Jen Murvich. 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Monday, December 8th 
 

8:00am Mass, St. Mary Parish 
 

6:00pm Mass, St. Barbara Parish 

A note from Fr. Abraham 
 

Advent is a time of patient waiting in expectation of the 
Lord’s birth.  Just as we prepare our homes and our 
family life for the celebration of Christmas, so too we 
should be preparing ourselves spiritually – beginning 
today – to celebrate the birth of the Savior. 
 

The season is about re-discovering Christ within our-
selves.  Advent is a time to be more aware of Christ’s 
presence in our search for healing and reconciliation 
in the midst of human brokenness and division. 
 

Today, we will light the first candle of the Advent 
Wreath. The progressive lighting of the candles sym-
bolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our 
Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation 
of his Second Coming to judge the living and the dead. 
 

The spirit of the season is receiving the Lord Jesus 
who came to the earth as a child in a humble stable in 
Bethlehem. 
 

In preparation for the Christmas celebration, we will 
have the Advent Penitential Service on Sunday De-
cember 14th  at St. Mary Parish. Priests from our 
neighboring parishes will be available to hear confes-
sions starting at 3:00 pm. Let us make ready our 
hearts for the coming of the Savior by receiving the 
Sacrament of Confession. 
 

May the season also prepare us to make our own 
presence to others as Christ’s presence to them.  May 
our ministry of presence fill the absence of love and 
compassion in lives of so many in our midst.  Like the 
presence of Christ, our ministry of presence is far 
more precious than all the presents we can give those 
whom we claim to love and care.   
 

May God continue to bless our parishes, families, 
friends and the community and may He keep 
all of us in His loving care. 
 

With love and prayers, 
 

Fr. Abraham, MCBS 



   

 

Volunteers for the 
Feeding America  

Mobile Food Pantry 
are  needed for unpack-

ing and food  distribution, 
Thursday, December 4th,  at 
the Grace United Methodist/
Bethany Lutheran Facility.  

Please arrive at 2:00pm to 
assist.  Thank you! 

St. Mary’s Summary Report for October 2025 
 

Receipts: 
Assessable (Sunday, Loose, Fuel, etc.)              $  19,259.75                                                                                        
General ( Memorial Fund, Bulletin, Special Project Income,   $    5,371.62 
          Donations, Reimbursement for expenses from  
      St. Barbara, Youth Income,  Misc. etc.) 
Fund Raising                                                       .00 
Total Receipts:                $  24,631.37 
  
Expenses: 
Administrative Salary & Expenses                  $    6,738.81 
Religious Education (Faith Formation,                           857.67 
     Youth Ministry, MSM & Programs) 
Other Parish Administrative Expenses             $    5,707.06 
 (Music, Office Supplies, Bulletin, Catholic  
  News Paper, Church Supplies, Flowers, etc.) 
Benefits & Insurances                                                 $    1,858.10 
Plant Operation (Cleaning, Utilities,                                     $    6,492.22 
  Maintenance, Property Ins., Inspection Fees & Supplies)  
Fund Raising Expenses & Picnic          $           0.00       
Capital Outlays                          $         51.02 
Other Expenses (School Subsidy Payment)       $    5,519.47 
Total Expenses:                             $  27,224.35 
Receipts Over (Under) Expenses:                         ($   2,592.98)  

St. Barbara’s Summary Report for October 2025 
 
Receipts: 
Assessable (Sunday, Loose, Fuel, etc.)                      $  11,375.20 
General (Flower Fund, Women’s League,                      $       929.36    
       Special Project Income,  Misc. etc.) 
Fund Raising                               $             .00 
Total Receipts:                                         $  12,304.56 
 
 

Expenses: 
Administrative Salary & Expenses                                  $    3,489.06 
Religious Education (Faith Formation,                            $       195.71 
     Youth Ministry) 
Other Parish Administrative Expenses                             $    2,516.54 
 (Church Supplies, Office Supplies,   
Catholic News Paper, Flowers, etc.)  
Benefits & Insurances                                $       805.96 
Plant Operation (Cleaning, Utilities,                     $    2,894.23 
Maintenance, Property Ins. & Supplies) 
Fund Raising Expenses & Picnic                                $           0.00 
Capital Outlays                                                                         $         51.03 
Other Expenses (School Subsidy Payment)                      $    3,313.87 
Total Expenses                                            $  13,266.40 

Receipts Over (Under) Expenses:                                       ($       961.84) 

 

 

 

Advent Penance Service  
 

Thursday, Dec. 11th, 6:30pm 
St. Mary & St. Joseph/Iron Mt. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 14th, 3:00pm 
St. Mary, Norway 
 

Thursday, Dec. 18th, 6:30pm 
American Martyrs, Kingsford 

 

Coffee Doughnut Social  
 
 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 
7th,  after the 10am Mass,  
St. Mary’s Parish Hall.   

       All are welcome! 

GUADALUPE PILGRIMAGE  
Young adults (18-30s) are invited to join our 
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe for the feast day, Dec. 11-13.  The 
trip includes carpooling from Iron Mountain, 
hotel lodging, Mass and prayer, and festivi-
ties at the Shrine, fun, and meals. Cost is 
$100. Visit yoopercatholic.org/gua to regis-
ter by Dec. 4th!  

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwczEFSxSAMANDTwLKTBPqBBQs3vUdKQtuRLx3k63h7Rw_wnuSAjoK3mjGsKVHEiPbMPvkUlZGEQFR39FVJSq3RPZgR7JUJaEWAiLQ-CJaUBAOHyKvsNYI3Hmrr5f2jT11Kf9qWzznvT-PeDG2Gtp_ebx2F59nbVZY-DkPb8WLh9rrV_rlLsnOeoktoR76_dR9jGA_Hk6_2n35l-g0AAP__6OU6nQ


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Fr. Abraham 1 2 3 4 5 6  Confessions &

Mupparathara MCBS SB Women's League Adoration, 11a-12p

smuppara@hotmail.com Christmas Party Mass at Evergreen, 1pm 11am-12pm, SM

11:30am        Faith Formation     Feeding America  ADORATION, St. Mary

Parish Office No Adult Choir 50/50 Raffle Drawing 1st-6th 3:20-4:30PM at S.M. Food Distribution 2pm 9:00am - 3:00pm
saintmary@norwaymi.com Thirsty Whale, 6pm CHILDREN'S CHOIR Practice

906-563-9845 Women of St. Mary 4:30-5:00pm, St. Mary OCIA, 6:30pm-St. Mary

Fax: 906-563-7623 Meeting 6:30pm, SM Women's Book Club, 6pm St. Joseph Center

7  Confess. 9:15-9:45am 8    Immaculate 9 10 11 12 13 Confessions &

Adult Choir at 10am Mass Conception Adoration, 11a-12p

Youth Mass Holy Day of Obligation        Faith Formation     

Faith Formation 8:00am Mass, SM 5:45pm - K of C 1st-6th 3:20-4:30PM at S.M.

7th-11th 10a-12:30P, SM 6:00pm Mass, SB Rosary at Evergreen NO CHILDREN'S CHOIR 

       Coffee Donut OCIA, 6:30pm-St. Mary

Social after Mass No Adult Choir K of C Meeting, 7pm St. Joseph Center

Women's Book Club, 6pm

14   Confess. 9:15-9:45am 15 16 17 18 19 20 Confessions &

Adult Choir, 10am Mass No Faith Formation Adoration, 11a-12p

Faith Formation No Children's Choir Practice

7th-11th 10a-12:30P, SM Holy Spirit Catholic

Rosary, 11am, SM SM Adult Choir OCIA, 6:30pm-St. Mary School Winter Carnival

Advent Penance Practice 6:00pm St. Joseph Center
Service, 3pm, St. Mary Women's Book Club, 6pm

21  Confess. 9:15-9:45am 22 23 24  Parish Office Closed 24  Christmas Day 26 27 Confessions &

Adult Choir, 10am Mass 10am Mass - St. Mary Adoration, 11a-12p

Christmas Eve

Masses

SM Adult Choir Carols at 3:30pm, SM

Practice 6:00pm 4pm - St. Mary

6pm - St. Barbara

28  Confess. 9:15-9:45am 29 30 31     SOLEMNITY Weekend Mass
Adult Choir, 10am Mass OF MARY, MOTHER SATURDAY

OF GOD - Holy 4pm-St. Mary

Day of Obligation 6pm-St. Barbara

Vigil Mass, 5:00pm Saint Mary Saint Barbara

No Adult Choir at St. Mary Card Sender Card Sender SUNDAY

Jan. 1st - 8:00am Rosemary Haepers Shirley LaValley 8am-St. Barbara

at St. Barbara 906-563-5071 906-563-5011 10am-St. Mary

December 2025

Holy Spirit Catholic School

906-563-8817

No Daily Mass

No Daily Mass

Daily Mass 8am-SB 
followed by Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Novena

6am Men's 
Prayer Group

Daily Mass 8:30am-SM

Daily Mass 8am-SM

6am Men's 
Prayer Group

6am Men's 
Prayer Group

Daily Mass 8:30am-SM

Daily Mass 8:30am-SM

No Daily Mass

Daily Mass 8am-SM

Daily Mass 8am-SM

Daily Mass 8am-SB 
followed by Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Novena

6am Men's 
Prayer Group

No Daily Mass Daily Mass 5pm-SM Daily Mass 8am-SB 
followed by Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Novena Daily Mass 8:30am-SM

No Daily Mass

Confession 4:30-4:50pm,
Daily Mass 5pm-SM

Confession 4:30-4:50pm,
Daily Mass 5pm-SM

Confession 4:30-4:50pm,
Daily Mass 5pm-SM

mailto:smuppara@hotmail.com
mailto:saintmary@norwaymi.com


Pellegrini Farm
(906)396-5728  (906)396-7829

Strawberries, Cabbage & Sugarbeets
PELLEGRINIFARM.COM

Kingsford
(906) 774-6200

Iron Mountain
(906) 774-7900
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