WELCOME TO
SAINT MARY & SAINT BARBARA PARISHES

We’'re blessed to have you worship with us today. If you're visiting, may God guide and bless you on
your journey. If you're seeking a church home, we warmly invite you to consider joining our church
family. Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or would like to learn more about
our parish community.

December 14, 2025

Pastor

Fr. Abraham Mupparathara MCBS
E-mail: smuppara@hotmail.com
906-369-0028, emergency only

Saint Mary Parish

401 Main Street

Norway, MI 49870

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturday: 4:00pm  Sunday: 10:00am

Saint Barbara Parish

W5058 Main Street, Vulcan
Mail: 401 Main St

Norway, MI 49870

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 6:00pm  Sunday: 8:00am

Confessions at St. Mary

Saturday from 11:00am-Noon

Sunday from 9:15-9:45am, before 10:00am Mass
Tuesday from 4:30-4:50pm before 5:00pm Mass

Website: www.stmarybarbara.org
E-mail: saintmary@norwaymi.com

Parish Office: 906-563-9845
Fax Number: 906-563-7623

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Parish Personnel
Secretary: Sharon Halloran

Bookkeeping: Mary Lindstrom
Email: smbookkeepingl1878@gmail.com

Music/Liturgy: Kelli McGeehan
Email: smmusicl878@gmail.com

Faith Formation Coordinator: Jen Murvich
Email: religioused@norwaymi.com

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Michelle Chartier
Email: youthgroup@norwaymi.com

Holy Spirit Catholic School
Principal: Cathy Menghini
906-563-8817  Email: info@hscsnorway.org

906-563-7302
906-774-3323

St. Vincent de Paul Store
Catholic Social Services

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:
Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:
Sunday:

Nm 24:2-7,15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt
21:23-27

Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,17-18, 19 and 23/Mt
21:28-32

Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-
25

Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7¢, 10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt
1:18-24




Mass Intentions ol
12/15 MON - No Mass m
12/16 TUE - 5:00pm SM - Robert Sharkey N
12/17 WED - 8:00am SM - Clemintine Johnson
12/18 THUR - 8:00am SB - Donna Jensen
12/19 FRI - 8:30am SM - Elva “Josie” Somers
12/20 SAT - 4:00pm SM - Dick Payette
12/20 SAT - 6:00pm SB - For the People of St. Barbara and

St. Mary Parishes

12/21 SUN - 8:00am SB - Irene Opolka
12/21 SUN - 10:00am SM - James & Andrew Neeck

When there is a funeral, daily Mass will NOT be cancelled

St. Mary’s
Collection - December 7, 2025
Envelopes & Holy Day $7,542.00

St. Barbara’s
Collection - December 7, 2025
Envelopes & Holy Day $3,011.00

Online Giving 745.00 || Online Giving 400.00
Loose 288.00 || Loose 355.00
Christmas Flowers 184.00 || Christmas Flowers 235.00
School Support 284.00 || School Support 235.00
Maintenance 40.00 || Maintenance 100.00
Total: $9,083.00 || Total: $4,336.00

What's happening this week:

12/14 Sun. 9:15-9:45am, Confession, SM

12/14 Sun. After 10am Mass, Holy Face of Jesus Rosary, SM

12/14 Sun. 3:00pm, Advent Penance Service, St. Mary

12/15 Mon. 6:00pm, SM Adult Choir Practice, SM Choir Loft

12/16 Tue. 10am, AA Meeting in classroom, use St. Joseph
Center entrance in parking lot

12/16 Tue. 4:30-4:50pm, Confession before Mass at St. Mary

12/17 Wed. 6:00pm, Women's Book Club, St. Mary

12/18 Thu. PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

12/18 Thu. 6:30pm, OCIA, St. Mary's St. Joseph Center

12/19 Fri. 6:00am, Men's Prayer Group, St. Mary

12/20 Sat. 1Tam-12pm, Confession/Eucharistic Adoration, SM

Vocational View: Be patient until the Lord comes. Be
patient and listen; ask the Lord what he wants of you.
(James 5:7-10)

St. Barbara's annual

; CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

will take place on Wednesday, December
24th before the 6pm Christmas Eve Mass.
Practice will be held on Saturday, December
20, at 10:00am. Please sign up on the sheet in
the vestibule of the church. We welcome and
encourage all the children of the parish to
participate. We are also in need of some pa-
rental help. Thank you.

PARASAGAGISASAGASASAASISASASASASAGAS L SAGASLEASAGASASAG LS

A huge heartfelt thank you to all who sold, bought, s
PAg : PAg
i helped, prayed or helped in any way for another o
- successful 50-50 for the Holy Spirit Catholic
4 School. Here are your 6th year Winners! %
¥ 1k - Kathy Alexa, 2k - Steve Alexq, 3k - Ed Giesen
pis 4k - Laurie Scheurer, 10k - Ron LaLond pis

* Congratulations to all the winners! Keep praying *
,. for HSCS, the staff and the Kids! We are blessed to I

have this beautiful school in our community.
4 Thanks again for ALL your support! %

PAGASAASAGASAGASASASASASAGASLSAS i SAGASASASASLSAS A SAGASAS
It Pays to Advertise ~ Our parishes benefit significantly from

the ads placed in this bulletin. The advertising dollars pay for
our bulletin service. Many thanks to those who have continued
to renew, and the new advertisers that joined us this past year.
When patronizing those businesses that advertise with us,
please let them know you saw their ad on our bulletin.

This week’s feature ad is:

Pellegrini Farm
(906)396-5728 (906)396-7829

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Thank you for sharing your time, talents and treasure in
building God’s Kingdom. Your generosity strengthens our
parish community.

To support financially, you may drop envelopes at Mass or
the church mailbox, mail it in or give online through our
website e-Giving option:

https://giving.stmarybarbara.org/give

Please pray for our parishioners in Nursing
Homes, Assisted Living, are homebound and
those who suffer in silence. Special prayers for
healing were requested for: Marjorie Corozolla,
Sue Giesen, Peyton & Paisley Pietrantonio, David
Hoheisel, Sharon Harder, Joe Haferkorn, Gina Zanon,
Missy Marcelini, Cathy Baciak, Cory Groeneveld, Danielle
Ball, Georgeanne Van Wolvelaere and Ginger Moore. If you
need continued prayers or would like to request prayers for
someone else, please email or call the parish office.

Norway SVDP Prepares for the Holidays

As we prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of the
Christ Child during this wonderful season of giving, St. Mary
and St. Barbara Conference continues to prepare for the
needs of those less fortunate. This past fiscal year (Oct.1,
2024--September 30, 2025) we were able to provide over
$42,547.00 of assistance for utility bills, rent, prescriptions,
food, shoes for back-to-school, and other necessities. The
number of individuals and families in need of assistance has
increased significantly since last year. In addition, we spent
$1,556.00 on additional conference and operating expenses.

The conference office for assistance is available on Tuesday,
Wednesday, or Thursday from 9-11 a.m., or by special appoint-
ment if needed.

Monetary or food donations may be brought to us at anytime,
Monday thru Friday from 9:00am to  3:30pm.

During December we will need canned kidney beans or
chicken noodle soup and toothpaste. Monday-Friday from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Note: The pantry and store will be closed
during the Christmas holidays from December 22 through
January 2, and re-open on January 5.

We are truly appreciative of the ongoing monetary or pantry
donations which have made such a difference in the lives of so
many people and hope your continued generosity and prayers
will help to provide for those in need.

Thank you and be assured you are in our prayers. May the
infant Jesus smile down on you and your love ones during this
Blessed Christmas season. God Bless!

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please have all bulletin announcements to
St. Mary Parish Office by Tuesday at Noon. Announcements
need to be typed, emailed or written out. Thank you.

Communion Call Visits: If you are home bound or know
someone who is and would like to receive Holy Communion
at home, please call the parish office to be added to our
Communion Call list.



https://giving.stmarybarbara.org/give

A note from Fr. Abraham

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Advent is a time of preparation, and we wait in joyful
hope. This time of waiting beautifully calls us to re-
member and anticipate two great comings: the joyful
celebration of Jesus’ First Coming - His birth in Bethle-
hem and the anticipation of His Second Coming.

During this time, we are naturally tempted to focus only
on material preparation: decorating our homes, shop-
ping for gifts, parties and presents, etc. But let us never
forget that the best preparation is the spiritual one. This
season is about getting our hearts ready for Jesus. He
wants to make His dwelling within us.

To prepare our hearts to be truly welcoming for Jesus,
we must throw away unnecessary loads and burdens
that weigh us down. The Sacrament of Reconciliation
is the gift through which Jesus offers us his complete
spiritual cleansing and healing.

| sincerely invite all of you to join us for our Parish Ad-
vent Reconciliation Service this Sunday, December
14th, at 3:00 PM at St. Mary Church.

This is a precious time to open ourselves, surrender
our burdens, and free our hearts completely for God.
When we make this space for Jesus, we experience
the truest meaning of Christmas: JOY.

May God continue to bless our parishes, families,
friends and the community and may He keep
all of us in His loving care.

With love and prayers,
Fr. Abraham, MCBS

Holy Day Mass Times: Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24
Saint Mary: Carols at 3:30pm / Mass at 4:00pm

Saint Barbara: Mass at 6:00pm

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25: Mass at 10am, Saint Mary
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Vigil Wednesday, December 31, Mass at Saint Mary, 5:00pm
Thursday, January 1, Mass at Saint Barbara, 8:00am

St. Mary Memorial
iEach month we list the names of those in
‘ ‘'whose name gifts have been made to the
‘L J‘Memorial Fund at St. Mary Parish. They are
: remembered at the 10:00 a.m. Mass on the
first Sunday of each month for one year. The names
are inscribed in our Memorial Book, which is on dis-
play in the vestibule. Contact the parish office for
more information. Inscribed for the month of
NOVEMBER: Dick Payette, John & Mary Servia,
Andrew Neeck, Floris Groeneveld, Anna Groeneveld,
John Guzzonato, Eulalie Guzzonato, Rosemary &
Ronald Raiche, George Servia, John & Mary Servia,
Louis & Stella Wangles, John & Stella Dlugas,

Nancy Bal, RoseMary DeRidder, Carol Westbrook

z;&%-/:- Women of St. Mary & St. Barbara Christmas

¢ / ookie Ministry: The women of St. Mary’s will be

S~ coordinating a Cookie Ministry whereby small packages
of homemade Christmas cookies will be delivered to our

% parishioners in assisted living facilities, nursing homes

Y yand others who might need a little holiday joy due to re-

cent circumstances in their lives.

We ask that all ladies of both parishes who are able to bake

please provide at least 2 dozen (more if you’d like) home-

made Christmas cookies (please no bars) for use in these

packages.

Cookies will be packaged in St. Mary’s Parish Hall starting at

4:00pm on Tuesday, December 16th. Please drop your

cookies off in the hall anytime that day.

If you would like to assist us in packaging them up, please

feel free to join us! We package and deliver many packages

and can always use the help. Thank you!

= WEEFK ENILD for saint Barbara has been sent

It ministry ScHebuLE  for Dec. 2025 - April 3, 2026.
If you did not receive your copy, please call the Par-
ish Office. Please remember if you are not available
on your scheduled day, please find a substitute.
Thank you for your ministry!

~SEEK THE LORD IN THE PLACES YOU FEAR TO GO~

St. Mary’s Summary Report for November 2025
Receipts:

Assessable (Sunday, Loose, Fuel, etc.) $ 26,953.00
General ( Memorial Fund, Bulletin, Special Project Income, $ 32,412.58
Donations, Reimbursement for expenses from
St. Barbara, Youth Income, Misc. etc.)
Fund Raising .00
Total Receipts: $ 59,365.58
Expenses:
Administrative Salary & Expenses $ 6,134.45
Religious Education (Faith Formation, 737.07
Youth Ministry, MSM & Programs)
Other Parish Administrative Expenses $ 3,951.69

(Music, Office Supplies, Bulletin, Catholic
News Paper, Church Supplies, Flowers, etc.)

Benefits & Insurances $ 1,786.48
Plant Operation (Cleaning, Ultilities, $ 5,195.77
Maintenance, Property Ins., Inspection Fees & Supplies)
Fund Raising Expenses & Picnic $ 0.00
Capital Outlays $ 22.02
Other Expenses (School Subsidy Payment) $ 5.51947
Total Expenses: $ 23,346.95
Receipts Over (Under) Expenses: $ 36,018.63

St. Barbara’s Summary Report for November 2025

Receipts:

Assessable (Sunday, Loose, Fuel, etc.) $ 13,373.50

General (Flower Fund, Women’s League, $ 4,984.85

Special Project Income, Misc. etc.)

Fund Raising $ .00

Total Receipts: $ 18,358.35

Expenses:

Administrative Salary & Expenses $ 3,220.85

Religious Education (Faith Formation, $ 177.92
Youth Ministry)

Other Parish Administrative Expenses $ 2,181.77

(Church Supplies, Office Supplies,

Catholic News Paper, Flowers, etc.)

Benefits & Insurances $  805.96

Plant Operation (Cleaning, Ultilities, $ 2,981.39

Maintenance, Property Ins. & Supplies)

Fund Raising Expenses & Picnic $ 0.00

Capital Outlays $ 22.02

Other Expenses (School Subsidy Payment) $ 3.313.87

Total Expenses $ 12,703.78

Receipts Over (Under) Expenses: $ 5,654.57
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‘ Event Decorating
& Linen Rentals

Strawberries, Cabbage & Sugarbeets

PELLEGRINIFARM.COM
(906)396-5728 (906)396-7829

Exterior and Interior Painting Services
Scott/Kari Rybarczyk 906-396-4899
Free Estimates

FIRST
BANK

WWW.JESSEVENT.COM
HOLMBERG r
GENERAL AGENCY i .
Division of Danielson Insurance JRJVERVIEW a
STORAGE LLC " .
332@3%%% First National
NORWAY, M| o ROOTED IN OUR Kingsford Ll
906.563.9237 W3981 US 2 Vulcan (906) 774-6200 @
Located in Loretto Phone (906) 7742200 | wwwfnbimk.com |k Voted Be
otorson — | @b Knights ORTM AN |TAVERNINI AGENCY, INC.
CERL D [ &7 ‘4 of Columbus |[FUNERAL HOME For your
COMPLETE APPLIANCE (g Holy Spirit Council #9523 | STEVEN T. ORTMAN auto ~ home
SALES & SERVICE 618 Norway Street business insurance

@

Welcomes all brothers of our faith

Meetings 2nd Tuesday of every month.

Norway, Michigan 49870

906.563.5700 645 Main St ¢ Norway, Ml

st Banlk

Iron Mountain
(906) 774-7900

Member

NORWAY PHARMACY

A DIVISION OF TDS INC

Gifts-Greeting Cards-Candy-Souvenirs

615 Main Street
Norway, MI 7:00 pm at St. Mary’s 7 iline (i _ 514 Main Street, Norway
(906) 5§3-93:29870 ‘Serving You Since 1959" | Grand Knight - Paul Linsmeyer cmmﬂ ’[W Familes Snee 9% 563-9251 906-563-5151
P i
A Great @uality Water
nier's | Lakes Podiatry SPECIALISTS
GREENHOUSE ROOFING NN o balifrog

Family owned & operated since
1976. We offer a wide variety of
quality annuals, perennials,
vegetables & custom containers.
801 US-2, Norway, Mi

126 S. 25th Street, Escanaba
786-2385

It’s true, the family that
prays together, stays together.
Pray the Rosary

EXCLUSIVE LIFETIME ROOFING SYSTEMS
MAKE YOUR NEXT ROOF YOUR LAST!
AWARDED BESTROOFING 14 YEARS

906-774-T441
WWW.OKLERROOFING.COM

B&B ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, LLC

627 Circle Drive

0:906-774-9790  Iron Mountain, Ml 49801

n.naser@qws1.com
0: 800-

3314426 8
M: 906-280- >

www.qualitywaterspecialists.com

—0:0:6=7a4=03'8:8—
1818 N Stephenson
Iron Mountain, Ml 49801

Bubbles

Carr W & Crozgs

US 2 -Norway - 563-8l10

NORTHERN

INTERSTATE BANK

Experience The
Future Of Banking

Fireplace North

D SPA

RON MOUNTAIN, Mi

FIREPLACES » STOVES « HOT TUBS

Evergreen Meadows
Assisted Living
Dignified Retirement Living
Complete Private Apartments
3 Home Cooked Meals Daily
Scheduled Transportation
Medicine Management
Emergency Call System
Memory Care Available

906.563.8900~1669 U.S. Hwy 8 Norway, M
Stop in for a personal tour!

LORETTAS CATERING

Weddings-Picnics-Parties-Funerals
Stop Lite Fish Fry
(906) 563-9728
700 Iron Street - Norway, M149870
Licensed & Insured

¢SIKORA

SHEET METAL INC.

« Heating, Plumbing & Rir Conditioning «
Since 1346

(906) 774-2877
Iron Mountain, Ml
Owner Craig Harris

with our SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION
New ITMs’! BILL & JANET SPRING
banknib.com 000 WWW.FIREPLACENORTH.COM
BLaGec BROTHERS INc. Beck’s

PLumsING, HEATING, A/C & | Ornamental & Turf Management, Inc.

SHeeT MeTAL *Lawn Maintenance
*Tree & Shrub Care
*Irrigation Installation

906-563-8604

24 Hour SERvVICE

114 CHesTNUT STREET, KINGSFORD

Bloom
Wholesale Co., Inc

PAPER PRODUCTS -
CLEANING SUPPLIES
CANDY - SNACKS &
CONCESSION STAND ITEMS
1630 N MILWAUKEE AVE.
IRON MTN., MI 49801
PHONE 774-2898

KRISTEN BALL D.C.
...for Life, for

Wellness, for You.

820 Main St
Norway, Ml

UP HEALTH 906-563-5400
CHIROPRACTIC CARE

MICHAEL DELA CRUZ D.C.

@ Discover the Catho

Contact me today to learn
more about our products

Jerome J Pickett, FicF, MDRT,CLTC

The
Long Branch

906-438-2377 « FAITHORN, Ml

Open Monday - Thursday @ 1 1:30
Friday - Sunday @ 1 1:00

Monday - Pizza
Tuesday - Wings and Tacos
Wednesday - BBQ Ribs
Thursday - Steak and Pasta
Friday - 11:00 - 9:00 PM
Our Famous Fish Fry
Saturday - Steak Night
Sunday - Fried Chicken

@ HEALTH AND PHY

Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.
A name you know and trust. An organization you can believe in.

g/oegj;ée;:m IKONICA MINOLTA
jerome.pickett@kofc.org ‘| Panasonic 906-774-0293
LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE - LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE - RETIREMENT ANNUITIES SHARP 8 o 0'4 3 2-7 6 8 2

e FOUNDATIONS

415 West U.S. 2, Norway P:906.563.5800

774-2422 gogreen@becksinc.com
ic Di Ve ve~ — =)
lic Difference | OCPER

Digital Copiers/Printers and Fax

Over 125 Years of Combined Service Experience.

www.cooperoffice.com
W8065 S. US Hwy 2/41
Iron Mountain, MI 49801

FORSLUND

——BUILDING SUPPLY——

West U.S. 2 - Norway, MI 49870
(906) 563-9239

Dennis Murvich, D.C.

STRIl[I(

SICAL MEDICINE

EI]IJIPMENV 1

Ph: (262) 377-3300
00 Woodyard Road
Niagara, WI 54151

GOlech

Computer Repair and Business IT Services

611 Main St in Norway

(Next to Peterson Electric)
906-563-1878

www.gotechitsolutions.com

~All Day~

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

PUT OUR EXPERTISE
TO WORK FOR YOU.

H&R BLOCK’

LAW OFFICE OF

STEVEN J. TINTI

Steven J. Tinti - Attorney

702 Norway Street
Norway, MI 49870

219 E Hughitt St ® Iron Mountain, MI 49801 (906) 563-8100

P:906.774.1003

St. Vincent
7 de Paul Store

431 Main St. - 906-563-7302

Hours: M-F 9-3:45; Sat Closed
Assistance available T-Th 9-11
Volunteers needed and welcome
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